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Ro M Aus viii. 16. ry 


The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our Ipi- 
it, that wwe are the children of God, 


TONE who believes the Scriptures to 
be the word of God can doubt tgjge 
Importance of ſuch a truth as this: A 
truth revealed therein, not once only, not obſcurely, 
not incideatally ; but frequently, and that in expreſs | 
terms; but ſolemnly and of ſet purpoſe, as denoting © 
one of the peculiar privileges of the Children ol 
2. And it is the more neceſſary to explain and de- 
fend this truth, becauſe there is a danger on the tight 
hand and on the Jeft. If we deny it, there is a. 
danger left our Religion degenerate into mere For- 
mality : Leſt having a form of godlineſs, we neglect, if 
not any the power of it. If we allow it, but do not _ 
underſtand what we allow, we 2r& liable to run into 
all the wildneſs of Enthuſiaſm. It is therefore need- 
ful in the higheſt degree, to guard thoſe who fear 
God from both theſe dangers, by a {criptural and ra- 
tional illuſtration and confirmation of this momen- 
tous truth. n „ 5 
3. It may ſeem ſomething of this kind is the more 
needful becauſe ſo little has been wrote on the ſuh᷑- 
ject with any clearneſs: unleſs ſome Diſcourſes on AR} 


the wrong fide of the queſtion, which explain it } 
quite away. And it cannot be doubted, but thele Þ} 
were occaſioned, at leaſt in great meaſure, by the Þ} 


crude, unſcriptural, irrational explications of others, 
who inew not what they ſpake, nor au here they affirmed. by 

4. It more nearly concerns the Mezbadi/s, ſo called, 
clearly to underitand, explain and defend this doc- ._ 
trine, becauſe it i ane grand part of the Teftimo- © 
ny, Which God has given them to hear to all man 


kind. It is by his particular bleſſing upon them i; 


| ouſly, the teſtimony or the record: ſo it is rendered in 


der conſidetation is given by the Spirit of God to and 
with our ſpirit.. He is the perſon teſtifying. What 


any inward fin; ina word, by whatever grieves the 


of God immediately and directly witneſſes to my ſpi- 


loved me, and given himſelf for me. I hat all my fins 


4 


ſearching the ſcriptures, confirmed by the expetience 
of his children, that this great evangelical truth haz 
been recovered, which had been for many years well 
nigh loſt and forgotten, 


II. 1. But what is /be Witneſs of the Spirit? The 
original word, wagrugia, may be rendered either, 
(as it is in ſeveral places,) „be witne/5, or leſs ambigu- 


dur tranſlation, 1 Job v. 11, This is the record (the 
teſtimony, the ſum of what God tettifies in all the 
inſpired Writings) That God hath given unto us eternal 
life, and this life is in bis Sen, The teſtimony now un- 


he teſtifies to us is. That ue are the children of God, 
The immediate reſult of this teſtimony, is the fruit of 


_ the Spirit; namely, Love, Joy, peace; long-ſuffering, - 


gentleneſi, gordneſs. And without theſe the teſtimony 
Itſelf cannot continue. For it is inevitably deſtroyed, 
not only by the commiſſion of any outward Sin, or 
the omiſſion of known Duty, but by giving way to 


Holy Spirit of God. | 9 

2. I obſerved many years ago, It is hard to uad 
words in the language of men, to explain the deep 
things of God. Indeed there are none that will ade- 
quately expreſs, what the Spirit of God works in his 
children. But perhaps one might ay (deſiring any 
who are taught of God, to correct, ſoften or ſtrength- 
en the expreſſion) By the teſtimony of the Spirit | mean, 
an inward Impreſſion of the Soul, whereby the ſpirit 


rit, that | am a child ef God, that Jeſus Chrift hath 


are blotted out, and 1, even I ain reconciled to God.” 
Sermons, Vol. J. „ . 

3. Aſter twenty years farther conſideration, | ſce 

no cauſe to tetract any part of this. Neither do! 

conceive, how any of theſe Expreſſions may be 5 
"Is | 0 8 tere 


* 


KEE 
"BO: | 
tered, ſo as to make them more intelligible. I can 
only add, That if any of the Children of God will 
diat out any other expreſſions, which are more clear, 
or more agreeable to the Word of God, 1 will readily 
Jay theſe aſide. | 
Meantime let it be obſerved, I do not inean 
hereby, that the 8 irit of God teſtifies this by any 
Outward voice: No, nor always by an inward voice, 
altho' he may do this ſometimes, Neither do I ſup- 
doſe, that he always applies to the heart, (tho' he 
often may) one or more texts of Scripture, But he 
{> works upon the Soul by his immediate influence, 


and by a ſtrong, tho' inexplicable operation, that 
che llormy wind and troubled waves ſubſide, and 


ore is a ſweet calm: the heart relting as in the arms 
of leſus, and the finner being clearly tatisfied, that 
God is reconciled, that all his iniquities are forgiven, 
and his fins covered. 1 | 


5. Now. what is the matter of diſpute concerning 


this ? Not, whether there be a Witnels or Teſtimony 
of the Spirit ? Not, whether the Spirit does teſtity 
with our ſplit, that we are the children of God? 


None can deny this, without flatly contradicting the - 
Scripture, and charging a lie upon the God of truth. 
Therefore that there is a teſtimony of the Spirit, is 


acknowledged by all parties. 


6. Neither is it queſtioned, Whether there is an 


* 


indiret Witneſs or Leſtimony, that we are the chil- 


dren of God. This is nearly, if not exactly the ſame 
. with the teflimeny of a good conſcience toward God; and is 


the reſult of reaſon, or reflection on what we feel in 
our own ſouls, Strictly ſpeaking it is a Concluſion 
drawn partly from the word of God, and partly from 
our own experience. The word of God ſays, every 
one who has the fruit of the Spirit is a child of God, 


Experience, or inward Conſciouſneſs tells me, that 
| have the fruit of the Spirit. And hence I rationally 
conclude, 'Therefore I am a child of God, This is - 


likewiſe allowed on all hands, and ſo is no matter of 
controverſy. g 


7. Nor 


rr 


. 


— — *˙‚—» ̃ — — 


cqually ftrong and clear. 


66 


7. Nor do we aſſert, That there can be an real 
teſtimony ot the Spitit, without the fruit of the IM 
tit. Weaſſert, on the contrary, that the fruit of 3 
Spirit immediately ſprings from this teitimony : vu 
always indeed in the ſame degree, even when the 
teſtimony is firſt given. And much leſs aftei wald,“ 
neither joy nor peace are always at one ſtay, No, 


nor Love: As neither is the teſtimony itſelt alu ay: 


8. Eut the point in queſtion is, Whether theie be 
any direct teſtimony of the Spirit at alf? Whether there 
be any other teſtimony of the Spirit, than that which 
ariſes from a Contciouſnets of the fruit ? 


III. 1. I believe there is, Becauſe that is the 
plain, natural meaning of the text, The & #1 1//|/; 
beartth witneſs with our Sfirit that abt are the client 
God. It is manifeſt, heie are two witnellc: untl. 
oned, who together teſtify the fame thing, the op 


tit of God, and our own ſpirit The late Biſhop ot 


London in his ſermon on this text, ſeems aſtoniſhed 
that any one can doubt of this, which appears upon 
the very face of the words. Now, ** the teſtimony of 
our cacn ſfirit, ſays the Biſhop is one, which is the 
Conſciouſnels of our own finceiity :”” Or, to expres 
the ſame thing a little more clearly, the confciouſne's 
of the fluit of the *pirit When our ſpirit is conſci- 
ous of this, of love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gen- 
tieneſs, goodneſs, it eaſly in'ers from theſe premiles, 
that we are the children of, God, 


2. It is true, that Great Man ſup oſes the other 


witneſs to be © the confciou'ne$ of our own good 


works.” This, he affirms, is the teſtimony of God's 
ſtirit. But this is included in the teſtimony of our 
own ſpirit ; Yea, and in Sincerity, even according t 
the common ſenſe of the word. So the Apoſtle, Ou. 
rejoicing is this, the teſlimony of our conſcience, that in 


finip lictty and gealy fincerity we bade bad our conver/atic! 


in the world : Where it is plain, ſincerity refers to ov: 
words and actions, at leaſt as much as to out inward 
diſpoſitions. So that this is not another witreſs, bu: 
ibe 


1 Pt oY 
the very ſame that he mentioned before + The Con- 
ſciouſneſs of our good works being only one branch 
of the conſciouſneſs of our fincerity, - Conſequently 
bere is only one Witneſs mill. It therefore the text 
ſpeaks of two witneſſes, one of theſe is not the con- 
ſciouſneſs of our gbd works, neither of our ſinceri- 
ty: All this being manifeſtly contained in the teſlimony 
of our own ſpirit. as | 15 „ 

3. What then is the other witneſs ? This might 
eaſily be learned, if the text itſelf were not ſufficient- 
jy clear, from the verſe) immediately preceding. T 
ho be received, not the Spirit of bondage, 15 the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we. cry, Abba, Father. It follows, 
i he Spirit 1fe!f veareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that 
wears e nnd WO 

4. This is farther explained by the parallel text, 
Gal iv. b. Becauſe ye are ſens, God hath jent forth the 
Spirit of his Sen into your hearts, crying Abba, Father, 
Is not this ſomething immediate and direct. not the re- 
ſult of reflection ot argumentation ? Does not this 
Spirit cry Abba, Father in cur hearts, the moment it is 
given? Antecedently to any reflection upon our ſin- 
cerity, yea, to any rea ſoning whatſoever f And is not 
this che plain, natural ſenſe of the words, which 
ſtrikes any one, as ſoon as he hears them ? All theſe 
texts then, in their molt obvious meaning, deſcribe 
a direQ teſtimony of the Spirit, 37 

5. That the teſtiman of the Spirit of Gad, muſt, in 
the very nature of things, be antecedent to the teſti- 
mon) of aur own ſpirit; may appear from this ſingle 
conſideration. We muſt be holy in heart and lite, 
before we can. be conſcious that we are ſo. But we 
muſt love God before we can be holy at all, this 
being the root of all holineſs. Now we cannot love 
God, till we know he loves us: He. love bim, becauſe 
be firſt loved us. And we cannot know his love to us, 
till his Spirit witneſſes it to our ſpirit. Till then we 
cannot believe it: we cannot ſay, The life which I 
now live, I live by faith in the ſon of God, who loved 
wit, and gave bim}.l; for me.” © | | 


* 


- 


Then 


($3 


Then, only then we feel 
Our intereſt in his blood, 

And cry with joy unſpeakable, 
Thou art my Lord, my God. 


Since therefore the teſtimony of his Spirit muſt pre- 
cede the love of God and all holineſs, of conſe- 
quence it mult precede, our conſciouſneſs thereof. 
6. And here properly comes in, to confirm thi: 
ſcriptural doctrine, the experience of the children of 
God: "The experience not of two or three, not of 
a few, but of a great multitude, which no man can 

number. It has been confirmed, both in this and in 

all ages by à cloud of living and dying witneſſes, It is 
confirmed by your experience and mine. "The Spitit 
itſelf bore witneſs to my ſpitit, that I was a child of 
God, gave me an evidence hereof, and I immediately 
cried, Abba, Father / and this I did, (and ſo did you} 
before I reflected on, or was conſcious of any fruit of 
the Spirit. It was from this teſtimony received, that 
love, joy, peace, and the whole fruit of the Spitit 
flowed. Firſt I heard, 


Thy fins are forgiven |! Accepted thou art ! 
T liftened, and Heaven ſprung up in my heart. 


7. But this is confirmed, not only by the experi- 
ence of the children of God, thouſands of whom can 
declare, Phat they never did know themſelves to be 

in the favour of God, till it was directly witneſſed to 
them by his Spirit; but by all thoſe who are convin- 
ced of fin, who feel the wrath of God abiding on 
them. Theſe cannot be fatished with any thing leſs 
than a dire& teſtimony from his Spirit, that he is 
merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and remembers their fins 
and iniquities no more. "Tell any of theſe, © You are 
to know you are a child, by reflecting on what he 
Has wrought in you, on your love, joy and peace: 
And will he not immediately repiy, By all this I 
know, I am a child of the devil. I have no more Ww 

love to God than the devil has: my carnal mind is 
ENS | - -. enmity av 


þ $ 


F 


enmity againft God, T have no joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt : my ſoul is ſorrowtul even unto death, I 
have no peace: my heart is a troubled ſea: I am all 
orm and tempeſt. And which Way can theſe ſouls 
poſſibly be comforted, but by a divine teſtimony, 
Not that they are good, or fincere, or conformable 
the Scripture in heart and life, but) That God 
eifed the ungodly : Him that 'till the moment he is 


juſified, is all ungodly, void of all true holineſs ? 


Him that wor keth not, that worketh nothing that is tru- 


y good, till he is conſcious that he is accepted, not 


/ar any acer of righteouſneſs which he hath done, but: 
by the mere, free mercy of God? Wholly and folely. 
or what the ſon of God hath done and ſuffered for: 
him? And can it be any otherwiſe, if a man is juſtifi- 
id by faith, without the works of the law ? If fo, what 
inward or Qutward goodneſs can he be conſcious of, 
antecedent to his Tuſtiication ? Nay, is not the 
having nothing to pay, that is, the being cenſcious, that 


outward goodneſs, eſſentially, indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
be oe we can be juſtified freely, thro" the redemption that 
i: in Jeſus Chriſt ? Was ever any man juſtified ſince 


ultihed, till he is brought to that point. 


I give up every plea, beſide , 
Lord, I am damned—But thou haſt died!“ 


8. Every one therefore who denies the exiſtence: 
oi buch a teſtimony, does in effect deny Juſtification. 


enced this, either he never was jullified, or that he 
bas forgotten, (as St. Peter ſpeaks) T8 xavagogs v 
ra , auagTiuy, the purification rem his former fins, the 
expeitence he then had himlelf, the manner wherein 
God wrought in his own ſoul, when his former fins 
were blotted out. 6 | | Me 

9. And the experience even of the children of tlie 
world, here confirms that of the children of God. 


then 


& 
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there awvelleth in us no good thing, neither inward nor 


lis coming into the world, or can any man ever be 


by ſaith. It follows, That either he never experi- 


any of theſe have a deſire to pleale God: ſome of 
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many of them are conſcious of their own liacerity 
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they are the children of God. Yea, the more ſincere 

they are, the more uneaſy they generally are, for 
want of knowing it: Plainly ſhewing that this cannot 
be known in a ſatisſactory manner, by the bare tefti- 


| _—_ | _ prove A doQrine which is not founde; OR 


. 


But if they did not, this is no proof at all, 
others have not experienced it: As a madn:au s . 


— Bb ͤͤ — — — 
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| utterly decryed the Bible.” ——Perhaps ſo: but ih: 
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abuſe it to their own deſtruction. 
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them take much pains to pleaſe him, But do they 
not, one and all, count it the higheſt abſurdity, 0 
any to talk of ** Anorving his fins are forgiven ? Which 
of them even pretends to any ſuch thing? And ye 


Many of them undoubtedly have, in a degree, the 
teſtimony of their own ſpirit, a e of their 
own uprightneſs. But this brings them no conſci. | 
ouſneſs, that they are forgiven, no knowledge that 


mony of our own Spirit, without God's direttly teſti- 
fying, that we ate his child ten. 


* IV. But abundance of ObjeRions have been nad 
to this; the chief of which it may be well to confider 
1. It is objected firſt, Experience is not ſutfci- 


Scripture.” This is undoubtedly true; and it is an 
important truth: but it does not affect the preicnt 
queſtion. For it has bee a ſhewn, that this doctrine 
is founded on ſcripture. Thereſore experience i; 
properly alledged to confirm it. 

2. But madmen, French Prophets and Entbuß— 
aſts of every kind have imagined they expetienced 
this witneſs” They have ſo. And perhaps not a 
few of them did, although they did not retain it log. 


gining himſeli a king, does not prove, that there arc 
no real kings. © 1 1 1 5 
Nay, many who pleaded ſtrongly for this. have 
was no neceſſary conſequence : Thouſapds plead 'o1 
it, who have the higheft eſteem for the Bible. 
» * Yea, but many have fatally deceiyed rtheiuic!ve 
hereby, and got above all conviction!“ 
And jet a ſcriptural doQtineis no worſe, tho men 


3. val 


. ; 
60 But 1 lay it down as an undoubted truth, the 
guit of the Spirit is the witnefs of the Spirit,” Not 
1ndoubted ; thouſands doubt of, yea flatly deny it: 


but let that paſsg.——** If this witneſs be ſufficient 
(here is no need of any other. But it is ſufficient, 


unleſs in one of theſe caſes, 1. The total abſence of 


the fruit of the Spirit.“ And this is the caſe, when 
the dire&t.witneſs is. hiſt given — 2 The not per- 
eving it, | But to contend for it in this caſe, is to 
contend for being in the favour of God, and not 
knowing it.“ True, not knowing it at that time any 
otherwiſe, than by the teſtimony which is given for 
that end. And this we do contend for: We contend, 
that the ditect witneſs may ſhine clear, even while the 
indirect one is under a cloud. „„ IE 

4. It is objected, Secondly, the deſign of the wit- 
neſs contended for, as to prove that the proſeſſion we 
wake is genuine. But it does not prove this. I an- 
wer, the proving this, is not the deſign of it. It is 
antecedent to our making any bi e l but 
that of being loſt, undone, guilty, helpleſs ſinners. 
It is deligned to aſſure thoſe to 'whom it is given, 
that they ate the children of God ; that they are 
juftified fr caly by bis grace, tbro' the redemption that is in 
Jejws Chrifl. © And this does not ſuppoſe, that their 
preceding thoughts, words and actions, ate confor- 
mable to the rule of ſcripture. It ſuppoſes quite the 
reverſe, namely, that they are ſimers all over, ſin- 


ners both in heart and liſe Were it otherwiſe, God 


would juftify the godly ; and! their own works would be 


rounted to them fer righteouſneſs. And I cannot but 
ear that a ſuppoſition of our being juſtified by works, 


is at the root of all their objections. For whoever 


cordially believes, that God imputes to all that are 


juſtitted righteouſne/7 avithout works, will find no difhi- 

culty in allowing the witneſs of his ſpirit, preceding 

the fruit of j,, i 9" *y e 
5. It is objected, Thirdly, One Evangeliſt ſays, 


tour heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them that 


«fe him. The other Evangeliſt calls the ſame thin 
good gifts ; abundantly demonftrating, that the Spi- 
it's way of bearing witneſs, is by giving good gifts,” 


Nay. | 
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Bible.“ 
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Nay, here is nothing at all about bearing witneſs, either 


in one text, or the other. Therefore till this demon. 


tration is more abundantly demonſtrated, I let it ſland. 


as it is. | 14/4 e 
6. It is objected. Fourthly, * The Scripture (ay, 
| The tree is known by its fruits. Prove all thin J. Try 
the ſpirits, Examine yourſelvts.” Moſt true: . 
let evety man who believes he hath the witne/s in hin- 
elf, try whether it be of God; if the fruit follow, t 
is, otherwiſe it is not. For certainly the tree is knows 
by its fruit: Hereby we prove, if it be of God. 
gut the direct witneſs is never referred to in the 
book of God.” Not as ſtanding alone, not as 3 
ſingle witneſs, but as connected with the other: As 
giving a joint teſtimony, teſtify ing with our ſpirit, that 
we are children of God. And who is able to prove, 


That it is not bus referred to, in this very ſcripture, 


Exan ine yoarſelves whether you be in the faith : prove 
your oawnſelves, Know ye not your ewnſelves, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is in you? It is by no means clear, that they did 
not know this, by a dire as well as a remote witneſs, 
How is it proved that they did not know it, firſt, by 
_ -inward conſciouſneſs, and then by love, joy and peace ? 
7. ** But the teſtimony ariling from -the interna] 
and external change, is conſtantly reierred to in the 
It is ſo. And we conſtantly refer thereto, 
to confirm the teſtimony of the Spirit. 

_ « Nay, all the marks you have given, whereby to 
_ diſtigguith the operations of God's Spirit from delufi- 
on, refer to the change wrought in us and upon us.“ 

This likewiſe is undoubtedly true. 

8. It is objected, fifthly, that “ the direct witneſs 
of the Spirit, does not ſecure us from the greateſt de- 
luſions. And is that a witneſs fit to be trulted, Whoſe 


teſtimony cannot be depended on? That is forced to 


fly to ſomething elſe, to prove what it aſſerts -—-1! 
anſwer. To ſecure us from all deluſion, God give: 
us two witneſſes that we are his children, And this 
they teſtify conjointly. Therefore what God hath 
Joined together, let not man put aſunder. And while they 
are joined. we cannot be deluded : their tettimony 
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n be depended on. | They are fit to be truſted in 
_ * and need nothing elſe to prove 
Ty Nay, the direct witneſs only aſſerts, but does 


not prove any t ing.” By two witneſſes fhall every 


word be eſtabliſhed. And when the Spirit witneſs 
auth our Spirit, as God deſigns it to do, then it fully 
proves that we are children of God. f 

9. It is objected, fixthly, * You own the chan 
wrought is a ſufficient teſtimony, unleſs in the caſe 
of ſevere trials, ſuch as that of our Saviour upon the 
croſs. But none of us can be tried in that manner.“ 


But you or I may be tried 'in ſuch a manner, and ſo 


may any other child of God, that it will be impoſlible 


for us to keep our filial confidence in God, without 


the direct witneſs of his Spirit. 


10. It is objected, laſtly, The greateſt FRASER 


ders for it, are ſome of the proudeſt and maſt uncha- 


ritable of men.“ Perhaps ſome of the horten con- 
| tenders for it, are both proud and uncharitable. But 
many of the firme/i contenders for it, are eminently 


meek and lowly in heart: and indeed in all other 
reſpe&ts alſo, „ Te TE Tn 
True Followers of their lamb-like Lord. 


impartially conſiders thoſe Objections and the anſwers 
no, nor weaken the .evidence of that great trut 


tellify, that we are children of God. 


Spirit is an inward impreſſion on the ſouls of belie- 


Whether theie is any other than that which ariſes 


The preceding Objections are the moſt conſiderable. 
that I have-heard, and I believe contain the ſtrength 
of the cauſe. Yet I apprehend whoever calmly and 


together, will eaſily ſee, that they do not pts by 5 
That the Spirit of God does directly as well as indireetly | 


V. 1. The ſum of all isthis. The teſtimony of the 1 of 


vers, whereby the Spirit of God directly teſtifies to . 
their ſpirit, that they are the children of God Andi it W 
is not queſtioned, whether there is a teſtimony of the 
Spirit? But whether there is any dire# reſtimony? 


from a conſciouſneſs of the fruit of the Spirit? We 4 
believe 
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the teſtimony muſt precede the fruit whi 


ſuffered: 


ſufficient; wherein. nothing leſs than the direct tet i- 


r 
believe there is: Becauſe this is the plain, nato 
meaning of the text, illuſtrated both by the r 
ing words, and by the parallel paſſage in the f pit 
to the Ga/atians : Becauſe, in the nature of the 115 
lbenno f vg tun ty which ſprings 
from it, and becauſe this plain meaning of the wor, 
of God is confirmed by the experience of innume:.. 
ble children of God: Yea, and by the experience of 
all who ate convinced of fin, who can never reſt, 


till they have a direct witneſs: And even of the 


children of the world, who not having the witn-c; 
in themſelves, one and all declare, none can Ie hi 
a WR 

2. And whereas it is objected, That experience i; 
not ſufficient to prove a doctrine unſupported by 


| SeripturE: That madmen and enthuſiaſts of every 
kind, have imagined ſuch a witneſs: That the deſign 


of that witneſs is to prove our ptofeſſion genuine, 


Which deſign it does not anſwer : That the Scripture 


ſays, The tree is known by its fruit; Examine your ſelve; , 
trove your owwnſeſves ; and mean time the direct witneſs 


is never referred to in all the book of God: That 


it does not ſecure us from the greateſt deluſions: 
And, laſtly, that the change wrought in us is a ſufl- 
cient teſtimony, unleſs in ſuch trials as Chriſt alone 


ture: 2. 'Tho' many fancy they experience what they 
do not, this is no prejudice to real experience: 3. || 
defign of that witneſs is, to aſſure us we are childien 
of God. And this deſign it does anſwer. 4. he 
true witneſs of the Spirit is known by its truit, love, 
peace, joy; not indeed preceding, but following it: 
5. It cannot be proved, that the direct, as well as the 


indirect witneſs, is not referred to in that very text, 
Know ye not your ownſelves that Feſus Chriff is in you? 


6. The ſpirit of God wwitnefing with our ſpirit does ſe- 
cure us from all deluſion: And, laſtly, we are all liable 
to trials, wherein the teſtimony of our owalpirit is not 


mogy 


We anſwer, 1. Experience is ſuffici- 
ent to confirm a doctrine, which is grounded on Scrip- 


| 


8 1 
mony of God's Spirit can aſſure us that we are his 
3 inferences may be drawn. from the whole. 
The firſt, Let none ever preſume to reſt, in apy ſup- 
oled teſtimony of the Spirit, which is ſeparate from 
the fruit of it. If the Spirit of God does really. teſtify 
that we are children of God, the immediate conſe- 
quence will be the fruit of the ſpirit, even love, joy, 
peace, long- il uffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs + fideli , meekneſs, | 
un perante. And however this fruit may be clouded. 
for a while, during the time of ſtrong temptation, ſo 
that it does not appear to the tempted wee. while 
Satan is fiſting him as wheat, yet the ſubſtantial. part of 
't remains, even under the thickeit cloud. It is true, 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt may be withdrawn, during 
the hour of trial: Yea, the ſoul may be exceeding 
forrowful, while, the hour and power of darkne/5 continues. 
hat even this % generally reſtored with increaſe, and 
lie rejoyces aui joy unſpeakable and full of glory. © 
4. The ſecond Inference is, Let none reſt in any 
ſuppoſed Fruit of the Spirit without the witneſs. 
here may be fortaſtes of joy, of peace, of love, and 
thoſe not deluſive, but really from God, long before 
we have the witneſs in ourſelves, before the Spirit of 
God witneſſes with our Spirits, that we have redemp- 
en in the blood of Feſus, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
Yea, there may be a degree of long-[uffering, of gen- 
tleneſs, of hdelity, meekneſs, temperance, (not a ſha- 4 
Jow thereof. but a real degree, by the preventing grace 
of God) before we are accepted in the beloved, and conſe- 
quently before we have a teſtimony of our accep- 
tance, But it is by no means adviſcable to reſt here; 
His at the peril of our ſouls if we do. If we are wife 
we ſhall be continually crying to God, until his Spi- 
cry in our heart, Abba, Father! This is the pri- 
vilege of all the children of God, and without this 
we can never be aſſured that we are his children. 
Without this we cannot retain a teddy peace, nor 
avoid perplexing doubts and fears. But when we have 
once received this Spirit of adoption, that peace which 
paſſes all underſtandiug, and which expels all painful 
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